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IV THE SHEEP COUNTRY I

ricliiro of tho 1'nusunl Conditions!
Tnilcr Uhii'li the World's Ilest

Woo! Is Obtained.

I"n have made of Western Australia
ountr where cheep can live. The

"rdirs. hr.vo tr.ado themselves liomo-s-ead- s.

little rcdoubtit fifty or a huudred
mile apart where they cwi defend them-lve- s

wcurely enough when they Ret
! err Kut over tho wide spaces in be-"f- n

they have to stage from water to
.iter from tank to tank or well to well,

Mid it wa not for them the water was
tanned or thcM? wells Mink. It was for
l" theep Ksccept for these sheep tho
Tftf of Australia would be as the untamed
inturie left it. as tho first white man
hen he came over the red sandhill on

1 orir.cn the rdf;o of the pine tcrub
und it
Few can realize the hardships attend- -

the wool industry, the terrific
r.;rnlnK strain of a herder's life, the

tense loneliness which has sometimes
mm into ravins lunacy ortho an- -

tv of proprh-to- r and mauanTs In times!
f draught or floods.
If a circle. U drawn well inside the map

' Uftralia about four hundred miles f'om
coast line the country inido that liti"

s quit" different from th country outside
f " in the eastern half of Australia at

any rate Tho country outside that Hum

W in parts a heavy tropical rainfall
cavy tropical forests and a heavy tropi
il atmosphere. In other parts it is not

- j very different fr( n Kuroi But the
'imtry iiiside that line is th" problem of

Vurralia If an American eaw tho couu-r- v

in some years he would probably si'.y
w is a Rood Imitation of tho desert of

' ihara return visit a few years later
the same spot would elicit surprise at

i.i beauty of a ps"trul region witJi grass
ni-- l hiph In son.o yearn the centre of

becomes a red desert with'sur-'.'- l
blown off it. piled into sandhills,

f 'wn comes the rain in tho proper month
vi'l in a dav or two up comes the greenery
Veawhoat field It is as if KnRland and

WI1KHK THE MOST WOOL OIIOWH.

fhisU the greatest wool producing coun- -
"v in the world Tho yield of wool from
Mi?tralia is nearly as much as that from
N 'rtli America, th Argentine and Husshi
I jf t'igether And each of these nation,
I.ish pound production of .hxi,ik)),oj).

Rut a gri"at uhango is rapidly taking
plke In the Australian sheep situation.
"rho Australian sheej, is being interbred
'h English "pecies which liavo less wool
it more mutton, for Australia, with an

" to the is making a bid
' ' he world's mutton supply.

I -- o happens that tho shiiep which have
' " most mutton on them have tho least
v ! tho short wool sheep, tho Shrop-'Mr- e'

and Southdowns, predominating
' tho species, Tho long wooled

'lie Leicester. Lincoln and Komney
' k'h shi-ep- ,

I'i" history of Australian sheep is in-i- n

c.t ;ng, especially as there uro lWj.tXiO.iim

tiiem 'lliey were originally boutlit
'i h'lKing of Lugand for his royal farm
I. he King of Spain, or, as tho sheep
f havo It, from tho wire of the

"r ish Ambaesador in London, at the
I "of two creamy white horses There
.. liowi)er, oilier humbler uncestorsol
1 Ustrali.m sheep, but they ramofrom

ii ere lepublic These were given by
ling ill' Spain to the Dutch Krpublin
ent by that countrj- - to the Capo of
lliipe to tho Dutch colonists there

' ere later exported to Australia
.it .Inim M.ii'Arthur,

' ir.iih in k a hiu'.ki Biii:i:i)i:n.
ntfaliani'hoi;plarmers arograte- -

lung (!urgo III. of Knglaud. Ho
.;n-.i- t Hrituciital furmer and had

' wii l. tv of shei'pon hislarius in Kng-- 1

but his collection was nut ciuii- -

llo dearly wanted some Spanish
'is mill tlier-- o Viii'o not to bo had for

i'i.! 'I ho Spunish worn doing so
ih their merinos that they made

' ".mal iiftenie to export thi'iu.
i'1 u-- h (1 et happened to bo passing

-- I. fleet and alter an interchange
' ''iipiiinents the Spanish dinlral
'I his liri'isli innrtero with some

f ei rliM l! Tlll'sl' WIT'' llllt l lkt I'll,
'I to 1'llgl.Ulll, where Sir .Joseph
' - lent ist, happen hi ; in see them

Cum and presented them to the

" ' hen, ariiM.. All the sheep
'ii'1 l ln King could nut gel

Siui.i mbai atlur was
i ii(l mil promise them

' i iidiess , iti approached

It was discovered that alio had a fondness
101 crrutu colored horses. Two were or- -

Dress

i i, liiu uui
dcrejl from Hniiover and broueht over to that tho think ideal to I

the i1,'!;
do.

" f0"' f ,,0'"f'- - ,Wu,t ,cou,W ' ham"" or ,h Joi'" ',ur,Krj'
recompenso tho,. nan thinks ideal to eat and to manufao.

m."rnH th.,n out of the shevp which are lo
J 11118 wno """"-""fl- " tl'B.tho history of tho last, i, , . yew

.Sri nlTi ,n ' tho, iMHine,,. ami , for )h pros-- 1 .hiv.rlng. tho lum of where tho?. St ll ZT ,np ,Ii.,H ,0,"nt P0"tlit 'f Hi" riP ':.y have a j WOol ton, ,howed that at one StnKe of
""fismn .1. ii ii--

iney nnnuea meir mettiods or hi- - eetton
to various flocks and drove them throunh
Spain and Franco and shipped them to1
!!!,mlm5R:, T.hat U the H,ory ht Il0W 'h-- 1

n r'"K'"i, no by mi HwnUi ,

in ism Lapt. .lolin MacArthur
blllleht. elthl nf IIimim tu r.rAi. I.... I" "" -V i"1" -

dition ,.t his Majesty's sale at Kew.
Thirty Saxon merinos were also brought '

from Gertnany in tM.. The ship Cum-- .
berland w ei.Brtrt tr l,rfn ti. .i,
out to Australia. She brought tho sheep
out, sailed home and came lack uguin.

VlfcVS OF WELL KEPT OPERATIVES' HOMES.
SI. 50 PER U'EEK.

On her return trip to tin; old country t!-- i

ves.-- ei was raptured liy pirates. 'Iho
v umneri.inu s captain, who was with his
sen and daughter, was ordered to walk
Iho plank. Ho caught his daughter by
the waist and jumped overboard, llio son
billowing, liven the bringing out of the
lirst sheep to Australia provided romance,
but romance on the sheep ranches urn
accepted as everyday occurrences,

Tin: thi'.oiiy of cnos.s mtF.KIIINO.
Between tho big framed, coarso

wooled, pun; bred Knglish sheep und the
litllo fine wooled puro bred merino there
have been any number of crosses. Hut
because Australians bred their merinos
mid little else for a century for tho sake
of the wool alone and thought seriously of
the fat r.nglHh lambs only tpiito recently
...t, t ...js, ui.e ". , w, o, sem.mg
them rio.en to hurope, they have como
to call every pure bred sheep, except the
tine wool merinos' and Vermonts, as well
an the real cross bred between tho two,
"crossbreds." Tho theory of cross breed- -
ing is nuito simple, in fact much simpler
than tho practice. The more merino the
better (or tho wool and tho worse tor the
meat. The moro cross bred, especially
"Downs - tho better the meat and U,e
worse tho wool,

Consequently on tho inside Australian
stations thorn are quite a few Knglish
crossbreds. Hut outside on the wide,
pebble strewn plains where a belt of
lignum tlu-ow-s tho only visible shade,
the proud littlo shei-- with liig ruffles
round his neck and little yolk in his wool
who lies as long as the Australinn ell- - i

mate allows him and dies when it doesn't,
the Australiun sheep par e.tcellenco Is tho
merino, The wool of such sheep us aro ,

not killed tomes to tho shearing shed,
Iho wool of such as are killed, merino

Tiissbnil, comes mostly to Sydney
on their b.ieks,

MacArthur, who started the woollen in- -
diistry, when ho wanted to claim some- -
thing very flattering for Australian sheep
said that they had improved so that their
fleeces in ISO".' hud gnno up in weight
from three and a half pounds to five
pounds, 'l'o-dn- y there aro ramii in Aus- -

tralia with a lliece of forty pounds. 'I ho
uverage iiicni ni u goon noes on a comrai
run y lias gone as high as twelve
pounds, The culls, (ho sheep discarded
us until, at ono northern station last
mouth, wero expected to average nine
pounds,

This is ii result of a century of careful '

scientific see tlnu by men who havo been '

liriniirlil mi with tlu, lilishionH. It Is hv
selecting rams and culling heavily the
a Lit j i ikin if t iffiim i ill 'Hi mm until
as nu'llt to breed from, that an animal has '

neeii ovoiveii iii.il iiiii iioi previously '

oxisi Ii was not a simple job, becaiiso
heredity is not a simple thing lo play
wiib iiimi.U luiiuin iiiciiinenleiil i.v

-- ' -I- ves for a generation
or lo ol in the form which j

THE

thoir ancestor discarded centuries Ixick.
Thn snmm..r i Aun,-- ,, i

niraump nnu one or two liirlstian nann-- n

nr I.U mn n,,. ,..,.. i.. .....
ha onlv on., nnm.." nt ,.nn.rv i..i iKif
is Ilo.

" has iho Mlcctins of animals for
breeding and probalily W the cmly man

Miee). And a man who doei not know
. .1.. ... '

iii' - lainijiRs uinnoi ur.ui aim inereiorc
has not begun tho element, or the science

I

of sheep breeding I

Perhaps theare ewes and wethers
.i... . . ... It are driven

to tho drafting yard and penned, l'rora

THEY RENT FOR ONLY

this big pen down tho middle of other
pens leads a long pas-ag- c, a race wide
enough Tor ono sheep only Along this,
one after the other in br.'ches, the sheep
are boli.il At the end or the rc-e-e is r,
mr.n and a gate. Tb men a' th g.ite
has to spot th rheep as th-- y bolt toward
him. H It is an ewo it is mar .ted on tho
right ear and if n wether on the left

amidst the scuffle and tho dust
mid the yapping and tho slam of the gate
ono realizes that tho pen at the side Is
filled with wethers and the pen a., tho
end or the race w ith ewes This is drr.rt- -
lug. Probably tho boss learned it in Ids...... ... ...tamer s unto anil his sons tn their turn
learn it from him '

When ho first rodo on to his country
thlrti- - nr fr,v I,.,i, I... .1 J,
in liis. nriii it.. k. i,..n.- "

6- - round J B horso
;

h nenk. 1 here was
J a, thick and tough when dried
AS No, u wlro, und tults or mulgu grass
" h red country, which always mean

high country, though country is
out then, it" it Is ten feet higher

"n the blacK river soil, Ilest or oil, on
'l,e "ftt' there was Mitchell gross, square
miles or It There was not a fence or a
tan k or a hoof upon It and not a rabbit
To-da- y tho mulgu grass which used to
Kfow on tho edge or tlie red country Is
t'1" h'c'K for tho sheep. Tho kangaroo
fira- - "lid tho Mitchell grass are gone
m,d as often as no, in tlieir place is pig.

or Spanish thistle or some rubbish
brought down by tho floods.

niHn.ACf,n
I he sheep has a fenco to loo!; after

him und strictly speaking Iho
place of tho shepherd is token by a post
ml rail. Hut, in so far as Ids mantlo
has fallen on any human being It has
"Hen on tho boundary rider, tho man
ho IooIih ufter tho fenoe

" insido runs tho boundary rider is
otlilng llko Iho notion of
shepherd. Hu lives in civilisation and

ay s:u his ham cstead evory day or two.
o bus a oitt.t;;-- ! atr.l symstltneH a wif.

loo.o uftar p i i i : r i ii'ilng t. :i,o l)
r 4,0)) u?ros and often has to look afto'
vo or six "Outside" there a-- o

iwiiwiin iu. oui. wioy are pib'iuooKS
iiclosing a hundred square miles, Ono
could walk in these puddocks till ono
died without seeing u fence, Ixjst men
have before now found tho fenco und
died alongside before it led them any.
where,

Tho business of Iho boundary rider is
111 bo out 111 his luiddriflt find In rliln reimrt
Iho fence, Ho may rido the western fence
nnn fin.y end homo through tho middle
of the paddock, a distance of forty miles.
unu wi" cusierii iciii i' in. morrow, in a ,

day or two lie may spot nimellili Ml.o
u line of posts whieh i probably a bun
ol shi in minim, mi tin. !,!,, i.
casionally ho c. , through a wing of ,

them, What happens i,, ihe sheep during j

SUNDAY,

ATLANTIC MILLS

Employ 3,300, Manufacturing Goods

manufacturer

'"""W're
rP,.on,ib,0

Z0.1'.

Gradually

Tiip'siiUMirnn

nowailays,

preconceived

puddocks.

SUN, APRIL

Worsted

Shadow
Le0.!h!

reappearing

PROVIDENCE,

oaronioier.
Watching a mr.n in a

one saw him take a rt fronT mo
and tug the two endH it It I

slowly a,rt. The tuii ll a ree
I

I

Iho year the fcheep heoame no poor that
tho wool .ea?ed to grow. Probably tho
food luid been bail. Afterward rain
came, the boundary rider (not lead tho I

condition of the animal end put It in
another paddock and tho fleece, grew
asaln, for the paddocS: has an mimcneo
inflU"m?f on the wool The Mieen that

,V thcl JS or
i . ii, ....

usfralia ,

, , , . ',K r,c, Aus,fnIlf,r,u ,m
l've been on tlie modern river

" rl.K River frontage. The
sheep ciu ry fhe i vldence of each separate
paddock into the wool shed.

THE WOOL SHEDS

These wool sheds tre long buildings
with door pens at one end from which
the sheej. nru brought in to the shearers.
who, some twenty or thirty strong, stAnd
at their machines. The sweepers are'

I ranged three to each shearer. Thev
I sweep up the wool and place it on the
boards, whero it i c'.absifieJ and sent to
the baling room.

If tho shed U near e. town the thep
i.re urif;i i) sy sit--s m 11. .llier i

half a day outide th?y are scuffled up a I

i wide gangwav into tho ba'.'k of a huge'
dark shed mid there penned in a set of
smi-l-l yards. ei?h the size of a bedroom
H the sheep wer. wet yesterdav a shearer
dives in and sees If they ac drv j

Sutno -- ay that in the scramble up to i
the tlie g'ejse risi s in the wool
anil ii is better for lln sheep to cool a '

wllil" ill thrro tbt sweathc; peiH. Noxt
I )or tbore is sotr.ftimes a lino or smaller
forcing ier.s tor further subdividing
In" mob Ditre t'l'-- wait ti l i ho last
-- hiep in soii'o catching pen is outip.ht by
ill" n tlie two 'heu'ers hu work ius't
m t'ide of it Vuh 'h'nrfr stei into
the pin, ta',re one iUicl look dives at
a shrrp and --atel'i's if, bundles It out
and etatts Th bel'v wool la !lrt sho-- n

and thrown on the floo- - t)io licks along
tn. legs M-- d Mreniitiea al-- o fall sepa-ratel- y

'1 he rest con'cs off as on" fleece
("or one the flrtro liis a soft

-- bawl on the floor V boy immediately
etithe.'s i! op careful"' - th bin Miil
lil.ices i' ( n tlie boards. If 'a sheoti blee-f- s

from a fair slctl tut tSe shearer inuuedi- -
atelv vl!s "far Ih tar bov bolt
for the sheen dip and dabs It on the place
'oavo l! irom Uio files.

lh"V i mi mid ic Aiiftralin h r.rrttv
teaehbi", l'ie sbe "I a toy. which shore
heep by iuelf and only needed guiding

To-da- y nearly ever' -- bed has these, ma-
chines, but some of those great, lonely
sheds are putting in unolhor Australian
Invention run by an electric motor The
wool o.T, the sheep is steered to a shoot
and thenrn out to the yards, Most sheep
take live minutes to shear. Itams take i

about thirty and count as double for
thij men, for each shearer Is paid by the I

number of sheep he shears.
Averaging evi rything. from young.

wemers to nlil cwin, whim are easy,
a good man will shear about ninety to 100

l. .1.... 'm.,. i : ..' ' ' ' i"i m -
sheep shorn by a Queensland shearer in i
nine hours, i

' '"T BECOMK8 or TtlK FLKKrF.
ITio woo! wiiioJi in Dlnctxl on t he hoam

comes from thriH. places, odd locks on the
floori , 1rlK. ,,. oor in nM

.und the fleoeo picked up, 'Iheee three
nover come together again: tho lirst,
simple classification follows right to the

, phop wuntw. n,e '" "e wys
cfoUed.'un scraps graduailV
till H line or large clothes baskets, shoved
along tho floor and dumped into a bin
called the floor loch.

,

hfirl1
(iPOWi t1(, ,;, precious part or tho clln
und tho biggest, is not touched at all,
but taken by tho picker lips, who r.ico i

"ith it, i.pread it with one clover throw
rncl,!ctla;at.,,,The1i sUep

Hanks have boon brushing through fho
, herlmge during tho year and oro full of
,"'rr'' un.Hi nfiV,en. Th fleece itself.
0neo on of the sheop and SO
,lwnv f (ho ,ierlmgB nml lmrrM , ,,
only coiitaiuing a few grass semis, tliey
roll' into a woolly round muff and put on

i fho wool classei-- table.
i T'IBV,l)!o,'? in h? wool sheds aro not
, tfM like dinner table,
that uro not wanted fall through the liars '

and mount llko suowflakos In fair sized
hau under tho tubles. The locks under
the table aro swept away and sometimes
put with tho dirty old locks that fall on
tho floor around tho shearer. Hut if them
ii, enough or tho table looks and tiiey
am too clo'iu fo mix with tho floor locks '
thev go ton bin or their own, i

l no roiioil noeoes are nlled beforrt. the
i ..i,. i . ,

' Ji.b.i ir I ,ii- - Ar ,A. S
slmyitig into places where Kiev should
not lie lb" overseer of the shed soon
knows it, but his main work Is tn settlo
ai tits own tamo what use will I made
of tho fleece, And his lining this well or
Iwdly has everything to do with tho price.

SOBTINO THK wool..
Tho long wool will lie used for comb-

ing; only wool witli a long staple can bo
so those with a staple of uboul I

iti' lios ho pitches into a bin lieliind iilm

""" ",.w
,'ftfX.I "'.TSl'nnd ov"n i.Mongih
lie pilches It into tho first combing bill,
If it is long bill coarser and strougur with
m((,'n "'isle and iitieveune.s ho Ilirows
11 ,M'" .!.',.,, N'isind combing bin. Shorter

l;;' h:;:r;:r,;;r -- Uii'Tlot hl'"
"second clothing." A lud IIih.'co never

28, 1912.

R. I.

and Worsted Yarns.

utnoug these combings. II comes
nnocently along, but ho detects it; others

come along mattetl or wasty; uiey are
.1...1 ... in... .l. I.. f.utiiilri
Into ii bin laljolled "cast lleeco."

Some squatters hnvo different method
of gradiugs, but must stick to theso five
broad classes because a few big oven lots
sell better than a crowd of little ones. Of
these classes it is not the first combing
but the first clothing that reaches the
highest prico a pound

mere are rennements in woci classing
Kor example, nearly hall tho weight of
llet-- e cut irom inosl sneep is line 10 lira
grease III ll iruili iih-j- i luuutiuu is unvi- -
WHI'll made.

Lamb's wool Is scooped up in one hunch
and taken to tho classer, who classifies It
as first, second and third lamb's, Heaps
looking like noon i rum torn mniiresses
are now lying In the bins with various
labels, lirom any one bin they bundle it
into a wool press, filling the reccivir and

up to the brim witli woil, and withHiresser ram this double tilling into tho
sinsle bale below ami sew down tho flap.

This business of transportation is in-

teresting. The bules uro stacked on a

D T
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bullock wagon to the number of fifty or
sixty. A span of twelve oxen are bltchod
as u team and a long cross-count- jour-
ney begun to the nearest river steamship
landing, if the wool shed Is near a river.
Sometimes the Darling has been known
In bo too dry tor the river boats and
barges have bei'ii net vsary.

It is imposs)i to realir.o the immense
field that these wagon drivers wander
over in their husincs, As un example
bullocks bring wool from a plac- - some-
where near tho frontiers of Queensland
to the railway in Now South Wales, a
distanco of 2to inlle. In getting there
they have to cro's niilos of ted and white
country of which every hundred s'tuaro
miles probably contains ono man and
most improbably one water hole.

The freight charged by these men on
a tough average amounts, to i:n a ton
for each loo miles, but it mostly dopuuls
on whether there is good grass or not
With luck a man may make three or four
trips back to the shed before tho clln b.
over, mere is otien a raco iiwcen riv.ii
drivers and n good doll of competition i

as to which gets back first. i

Stories are often told of thut competl-- 1
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tlon, but as a matter of tact the rivalry
here, as in other cases out in the bush, is
always good nalurcd. Not only Is iVr-- a

strong etiquette, which may not I --

talked of but is well in ,i I

callings in tho bush, but the.S" iue:i a
too generous to leave a mate in trouble.
Two men may be racing for a lallway,
but if one getH bogged in a creek or cowal
(a swampy often met with in
tlie rod country) tho other will never
leave him there. Ho would not feel
right If ho let u man wallow when ho might
bo lending him his team to get out of the
difficulties.

It Is not always the bow bullocky who
brings the bales to the i.tation, for tomo
of tho stations havo thoir own bulloclo'
and often a hor" t.rim or two as web
There is probably more wool brought I"
bv the horsf teams than by bullock,,
tho wo-t- . Thorn may bo twelve hors .
In a team as against twenty or twentv-s- i
bullocks. The horse teams uro f v

and taking it for granted, tha Aujii.ih
pre'-T- t dm' with horses.

Mill- - si mi aught on yet. but. s u .

CoiKlnuiii on Thirteenth I'agr.
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